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Ottawa County 4-H Camp 
June 22-26, Kelleys Island  
Camper & Parent Packet 

 
 

         WELCOME! 
4-H Camp is rapidly approaching and as a camper and parent,  
you probably have questions.  Please read this information  
carefully. It will hopefully answer many of your questions as  
you and your child prepare for 4-H Camp. 
 
Erie County 4-H Camp is located on Kelleys Island, Ohio in Erie County. To reach 
the island, transportation is provided by the Kelleys Island Ferry in Marblehead, 
Ohio. Information on departure and return times are listed later in the packet. 
 
Camp is one of our favorite programs we offer! Our AMAZING counselors put a 
lot of time and effort into planning camp! We want all the campers to have an 
exciting, fun, and memorable time. I also bring a wonderful staff of adults who 
are there to help with sessions, supplies, plans, and general camper support. 
Thank you for trusting us with your campers and we hope they have a BLAST! 
 
Please contact the Extension Office should you have further questions, at     
419-898-3631. 

Molly Avers 
Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development 
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CHECK-IN PROCEDURES (JUNE 22) 
• Check-in will be in the different from previous years! This year, pull 

into the ferry parking lot, and drive straight. You will pass a ticket booth 
and then follow the parking lot around to the bottom, you will see our big 
blue luggage trailer. We will be right along the water. There is a map 
attached to this email as well.  

o Kelley’s Island Ferry: 510 W Main St, Lakeside Marblehead, OH 
43440 

• Check- in will begin at 11:00 am and end at 12:00 pm. Please make 
sure your child has lunch before you arrive at the dock. 

o The Luggage trailer will leave the check-in area at 12:10 to get into line. 
• When arriving, you will be able to park and unload your luggage.   
• When camper’s check-in, they will be given their cabin number and 

counselors will be waiting with signs. 
o Cabinmates will NOT be announced early. Please note that we TRY 

to give each camper at least one of their requests. However, if there 
is an age gap (usually 2 years) it makes it difficult to accommodate 
the request.  

• Review all medications that you are bringing the camp nurse. Bring 
medications in a Ziploc bag labeled with the child's name. 

o Please keep medication in original bottles. 
 
 

CHECK-OUT PROCEDURES (JUNE 26) 
• Checkout happens in a DIFFERENT spot than check-in. Please see the 

map attached to the email. This will happen in the Ferry Parking right 
where we talk off the boat line.  

• Pick-up begins at 11:00 am with the arrival of the first boat from Kelleys 
Island. Campers will arrive on two different ferries will be on 11 and 
11:30 ferry off the island.  

o RARE occasions, the boat line has allowed us all on one ferry, 
but not often! 

• Campers will not be released until a parent/guardian has signed them out 
with their counselor. 

• Luggage and other belongings will be dropped in the grass semicircle. 
Please report any missing items to camp staff immediately. 

• Please adhere to the checkout time. We don't want any campers left at the 
boat dock because of a ride arrangement mix-up.  
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• Prescription medications must be picked up from the nurse. Any 
forgotten medications will be held until July 10 and then disposed of. 

 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

• The phone number at the Erie County 4-H Camp is 419-746-2794. This is for 
Emergency use only. 

• Campers do not have access to a phone. Please do not tell your child that he/she 
can call home since that may trigger homesickness.  

• Do not have campers bring their phones or smartwatches. 
• Visitors are not allowed and are exceptionally disruptive for all campers. 
• I attempt to check my email every day, avers.15@osu.edu. If there are general 

questions Rhonda will be in our office most of the week and can answer any you 
may have at mahaney.23@osu.edu or 419-898-3631.  

• Camp has an inclement weather procedure in place and we share it with the 
campers on our first day at camp.  

o In the case of inclement weather, I will make contact with families via 
email as soon as campers are situated, they are first priority.  

 
 

MAIL 
• You may send mail to campers at the following address.  

Name of Camper 
C/O Erie County 4-H Camp—Ottawa County  

403 Ward Road 
Kelleys Island, Ohio 43438 

Mailings can be delayed with being located on the island, if you plan to mail a 
letter, send it early. 

• You may leave pre-written letters with the staff at check-in. Mark dates 
and Name on the envelope as to when they are to be delivered. 

 
 

Canteen 
We do not recommend for campers to bring an excessive amount of money to 
camp. Camp t-shirts, sweatshirts, pop, candy, chips, etc. will be available at the 
camp canteen in the evenings. The recommended amount of money for the 
canteen is $30. Campers will be responsible for keeping track of their money. 
at camp. Please label your camper’s money pouch (Ziplock bags are not 
ideal). 

mailto:avers.15@osu.edu
mailto:mahaney.23@osu.edu
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WHY A CAMPER MIGHT BE SENT HOME 
Camp is a place where campers need to feel safe and cared for. Camp will not 
tolerate any forms of physical violence or hazing of campers. If the staff thinks 
that a child's behavior is unsuitable for camp, the parent will be contacted and 
asked to pick that child up immediately at camp, at their expense. If your child 
must leave camp for any of the following reasons, no refund or adjustment will 
be issued.  

• Severe homesickness 
o We REALLY work on overcoming it, and kids do not get sent home 

often. Please do not tell your child they can come home. I touch base 
with the family to keep them updated, but we really work on keeping 
them there for the week. Calling home is a last resort.  

• Physically violent behavior towards self or another person 
• Excessive non-compliance 
• Possession of weapons, narcotics, alcohol, or cigarettes. 

o The camp does have a search and seizure in place if there is 
reasonable suspicion. 

 
We want all the kids to feel welcomed and enjoy their time at camp! Typically I 
operate on a three-strike rule, depending on severity, that could be altered.  
 

REFUND POLICY 
Registration refunds will only be made to those who notify the Extension Office of 
a cancellation by June 10. 
Refunds cannot be made for partial attendance at camp. We are charged based 
on our registration numbers on the first day of 4-H camp. 
 

DRESS CODE 
Shorts: Your shorts should be pinkie-length or longer. When your arms are down 
at your side, the bottom edge of your shorts should not be above the tips of your 
pinkies. Shorts should fit high enough on the waist so that no underwear is 
visible.  
Shirts: Shirts should cover your tummy, even when your arms are raised over 
your head. No tube tops, crop tops, or halter tops, please. Tank tops should 
have at least a 1-inch strap. No excessive cut-off t-shirts.  Please no political or 
crude humor shirts.  
Shoes: Closed-toe shoes (such as tennis shoes) are required for most activities. 
Water shoes are suggested for water activities, we swim in the lake. Flip 
flops/crocs are suggested for the shower. Shoes need to be worn always. 
We are very active at camp and want to make sure our clothing fits 
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appropriately.  
 

CAMP ATMOSPHERE 
While at 4-H camp, campers will be learning to live in a group atmosphere. 
Campers will be expected to assist with clean-up chores such as sweeping, 
washing off tables, tidying bathrooms and trash pick-up. Campers will also be 
expected to keep their belongings and bunks neat and tidy. 
 

•  Bunk beds are used at camp. Campers may select a bunk on a first come 
first serve basis.  

o If a bottom bunk is desired, tell the camp staff so they can alert the 
camp counselor. Top bunks do have guardrails for added protection. 

• Lost and Found articles left at 4-H Camp will be kept for 2 weeks after 
camp. After 2 weeks, items will be donated to Goodwill. It truly helps us 
return items if you put the camper's name (last and first) on each item. 

• Camp Pictures: Campers will be viewing the camp slide show on the last 
night of camp. We will attempt to upload it to social media after returning 
from camp. We will also attempt to upload pictures throughout the 
week.  

• Meals are served by going through a serving line in the Mess Hall. If a 
camper has medical, religious, or personal food preferences, make sure 
this is noted on the camper's health form. A cereal bar is available as an 
option at breakfast and a salad bar is available as an option at lunch and 
dinner meals, as well as peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and some sort 
of fruit. Please encourage your camper to talk to me if they need something 
to eat! I know it is scary and embarrassing, but we try to make is as 
discreate as possible!  

o There are no assigned seats for the mess hall.  However, there are 
two counselors at each table to monitor behavior.  

o We do offer an isolated table for allergies if needed. 
• Cell Phones and Smartwatches should be left at home. Cell service at 

camp is patchy and usually picks up a Canadian tower/charges. 
Counselors are not permitted to have them either. We also find it 
beneficial to “unplug” for a time.  Adult Staff have their phones for 
emergency usage, as well as walkie-talkies so there is always a line of 
communication open.  

• The Camp Nurse is a registered nurse and is onsite all of camp. We are 
lucky enough to have two nurses! One male and one female!   

• Cabin assignments have been given considerate amount of thought and 
time. Please beware that your child might not be with all their friends, but 
they will still see them at camp! We have “Travel Groups” that is different 
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from their cabin to help them meet new people. Activities are done with the 
whole camp, cabins or travel groups.  Sometimes if there is a big age gap 
in their buddy request, they will be in the same Travel Group.  
 

CAMPER PACKING LIST 
What NOT to Bring… 

• Sandals or shoes that are open in the front or back for all-day wear. 
• Cell Phone, Apple Watches/ Smart Watches, MP3, I-Pods, etc. 
• Video Games, Sports Equipment 
• Expensive clothing or shoes 
• Knives, fireworks, air guns, tobacco products, etc. 

Avoid bringing anything new or valuable to camp. With many children living in the 
same cabin for five days, the possibility of lost or misplaced items is very high. 
 

Packing List: 
Clothing Camp Gear Toiletries 

__ Blue Jeans/ Long Pants __ Sunscreen __ Shower Caddy 

__ Rain Jacket/ Poncho __ Bug Spray __Shampoo 

__ Underwear (+ extra) __ Sleeping Bag or Blanket __Soap 

__ Swimsuit (modest) __ Sheets __Toothbrush 
__ Towels (2, one shower and 

one for beach) __ Pillow __Toothpaste 

__ Casual Play type clothes __Flashlight __Deodorant 

__ Pajamas __ Hat __Lotion 

__ Sweatshirt/ Light Jacket __ Sunglasses __Towel/ Washcloth 

__ Extra Clothes __ Trash Bag for dirty clothes __Comb/ Brush 

__ Extra Socks __Water Bottle (labeled) __Chapstick 

__ Shorts  __Shower Bag 
   

Shoes  Miscellaneous 

__ Tennis Shoes  __Money for Canteen 

__ Beach/ Shower Shoes   

__ Spare pair of shoes   
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Please let your camper know if they forgot something, just ask an adult/counselor! We give all 
cabins a small cabin tote that has a few necessities, and we bring extra along! (Including pillows, 
towels, bedding… It happens!) 

 
PEPARING YOUR CHILD FOR CAMP 

 
Consider camp as a learning experience. 

• This is an opportunity for your child to explore a world bigger than 
his/her neighborhood and a chance for you and your child to 
practice "letting go."  

• Letting go allows children to develop autonomy and a stronger 
sense of self, make new friends, develop new social skills, learn 
about teamwork, be creative, and more. 

• This time also allows parents the opportunity to take care of 
themselves so that they will feel refreshed when their child 
returns home. 

 
Talk about concerns. 

• As the first day of camp nears, some children experience 
uneasiness about going away. Encourage your child to talk about 
these feelings rather than act on what you think his/her feelings 
may be. Communicate confidence in your child's ability to handle 
being away from home. 

• Avoid statements such as: "If you don't like camp, you can 
come home." Children who are experiencing difficulties adjusting 
to camp will compound the problem by not giving it a fair chance 
. 

 
Parents 
 
Thank you for trusting us with your children for a week!  Starting in January, our 
counselors go through multiple training sessions starting to prepare for camp, we talk 
about handling behavioral issues, homesickness, ages and stages, as well as general 
topics. The counselors plan all of camp, except for the sessions, they have put in a lot of 
time and dedication, and because of them, camp is a success! Our goal is to give every 
camper a great time. There will be activities they don’t like and campers that are not their 
favorite, and that is okay. It is a good life lesson, that sometimes you might not like every 
detail, but it does not make it a bad experience.  Please encourage them to keep an open 
mind and focus on the big picture and enjoy camp. Even if they do not get placed in their 
top session, it will only be a short time, and chances are they will have/make a friend 
during that time. Should you have questions that arise during the week of camp, Rhonda 
will be in the office most of the week (she comes to camp on Thursday for the day and will 
be at check-out on Friday morning). If  you realize  you forgot something important, please 
reach out , we have community partners  come every day to teach sessions, and they can 
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bring items over to us!  
 

2026 OTTAWA COUNTY JR. CAMP STAFF 

 
 

Camp Director—Molly Avers  
Assistant Director— Rebecca Lawson  

Camp Nurse— Reece Laughlin, Sara Soltis 
Adult Staff— Caitlyn Pipoly, Cassidy Brough, Kami Sayre, Zak Avers, 

Colby Sayre 
 

Lead Counselors 
Brooklynn Starkey   Ethan Branum  

 
Counselors 

Kaylee Barron, Claire Blausey, Mary Blausey, Julianna Borjas, Corrina 
Brough, Izaac Franks, Addy Gahler, Taylor Gluth, Dakota Gluth, Kendyll 
Hartlaub, Lynde Hartman, Zane Heschel, Jackson Howell, Mya Huether, 
Kira Kegerize, Kate Kegerize, Alina Kegerize, Hudson Kwiatkoski, Kaylee 

Laubacher, Addison Laubacher, Brady Lay, Killian Marsden, Thomas Mills, 
Mia Robinson, Jaxen Whipple, Natalie Smith, Kylee Snyder, Rachael Soltis, 

Lyla Sprague, Garrison Strausbaugh, Amelia Tooman, Reese Wittman, 
Logan Wolf, Austin Wolf, Hayden Wright  

 
Thank you to our skilled community partners who come help assist and 

teach at camp throughout the week!  
 
 
 

The Ohio State University, The Ohio Department of Agriculture, and The Ottawa County 
Commissioners Cooperating 

 
 

 
Ohio State University Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all research and 
related educational programs are available to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, age, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, disability, or veteran 
status. This statement is in accordance with United States Civil Rights Laws and the USDA. Keith L. Smith, 
Associate Vice President for Agricultural Administration and Director, OSU Extension TDD No. 800-589- 8292 
(Ohio Only) or 614-292-1868 

 
ottawa.osu.edu 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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